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                      Gordon Gore Photo 

Robotics Club Masterpiece in the Making 
 

With imagination, one can build anything. Adam Scholefield is building a model of a large jet aircraft, his 
current project at the Robotics Club. Gord Stewart is running the club twice a week now due to its popularity. 
More photos on Page 3. 
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BBBIIIGGGSSSccciiieeennnccceee   
This Newsletter is a publication of BIG Little Science Centre Society Box 882 Station Main Kamloops BC V2C 5M8 

Location: George Hilliard School 985 Holt Street Kamloops BC V2B 5H1 Website  http://blscs.org 
Executive Director: Gord Stewart Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC  E-Mail: gord@blscs.org 

Assistant Operator: Susan Hammond Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC E-Mail: susan@blscs.org 
Newsletter Editor:  Dr. Gordon R. Gore  #200 - 760 Mayfair Street Kamloops BC  V2B 0E5   

Phone: (778) 470 8332  E-Mail: gordongore0@gmail.com 
 

More than 110,000 people have enjoyed visits to or from the BIG Little Science Centre!  
 

This Newsletter is received by more than 1,200 readers. 
Back issues of BIGScience can be viewed at http://www.blscs.org/Downloads/Newsletters/ 

 

The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public at these times: 
Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 
Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org  or  Susan@blscs.org 

 
A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family membership consists 
of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of grandparents, parents and children).!Individual 
day rates are:  

Adults $6    Seniors $4      Youth $3        Family $15. 
Adults – ages 16 to 59          Seniors – ages  60+         Youth – ages 6 to 15 
Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 

All Members and Potential Members of the Big Little Science Centre Society 
Notice of Annual General Meeting 

The Big Little Science Centre Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held on Thursday Nov 15th at 6:00PM 
at the Big Little Science Centre, 985 Holt Street Kamloops BC V2B 5H1. There will be a pizza dinner before 
the AGM and a short science show afterwards. Come out and see what the society has been up to and vote for 
your favorite directors. Please let Gord Stewart know at 250 554 2572 or gord@blscs.org if you plan to attend. 
Feel free to contact Gord Stewart if you need any further information.  
Members please be advised that you attendance at the AGM greatly assists the society in obtaining support for 
the continued operation of the Centre. 

Thank you, Gord Stewart, Executive Director 
 

Science Club is Back! 
The BIG Little Science Centre Science Club is back. 

It will be operating for six weeks on  
Thursday afternoons from 2:30 to 4:00 PM,  

It will start November 8, and run until December 13. 
Cost is $5 per day, or $30.00 for the whole session. 

 
For information contact Susan at susan@blscs.org or phone 250 554 2572. 
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Robotics Club Now Needs Two Shifts! 
 

     
 

     
 

     
 

Skilled Volunteers Needed! 
 
Do you have handyman skills, or ideas for displays at the BIG Little Science Centre? If so, maybe you would think about 
helping the Display Team, to keep exhibits and displays fresh and appealing to visitors, and to design new displays that 
appeal to visitors and show scientific principles. 
 
We need skills in carpentry, woodworking, metalworking, plastic fabrication, painting etc., but we also welcome ideas on 
how the Centre can continue its appeal for visitors.   
 
Please contact Gord Stewart gord@blscs.org and speak to him or leave a note for me if you can help out, or if you have 
any questions. 

Dave McKinnon 
President, BIG Little Science Centre Society    
  

 
Gord Stewart’s Robotics Club has 
become so popular that it now runs two 
nights a week, Thursdays and Fridays. 
These youngsters become totally 
engrossed in their masterpieces. If only 
regular school was this popular! 
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Fun with Bi-Colour LED’s 
Gordon Gore 

 

 
 

Figure 1 
 
You Need: 1 wooden board (30 cm x 60 cm approximately); 10 flathead screws with washers; 4 bi-colour 
LED’s; 1pushbutton; 2 D-cells in holders (screwed to board); 8 magnetic hookup wires. 
 
What to Do:   

 
1. Set up the circuit in Figure 1. The longer wire lead on the LED is wound around the top screw in the  

diagram. To make the photograph clearer, the magnetic hookup wires are temporarily arranged almost 
flat with the board.  

 

     
 

                      Figure 2                  Figure 3 
 

2. Better contact is made with the magnetic tips of the hookup wires attached flush with the flat tops of the 
washers or screws. See Figure 2. If the LED’s have been inserted in the correct direction, all of them 
will light up green or all of them will be red, depending on the connections to the battery. 

 



 5 

3.  Reverse connections to the battery, as in Figure 3.  The LED’s will all change colour. 
 

4. Now for some fun. Here are the instructions we provide at the BIG Little Science Centre: 
 

     The hookup wires are magnetic, so that you can easily change connections in this circuit. 
 

Please do not adjust any of the other connections. 
 
 The lamps actually contain two LED’s. If current exists in one direction, the red LED will light.  
 If current is reversed, the green LED will light. 
  
 Challenge!   Change the connections so that you obtain these colour patterns in the lights: 

 
!  !  !  !  

 
!  !  !  !  

 
!  !  !  !   

 
!  !  !!  

 
!  !  !  !  

 
!  !  !  !  

 
When you are finished with this circuit, please return the hookup wires to their original pattern, so that the 
next experimenter can ‘start from scratch’. Thank you. 

 
One supplier offering bi-colour red/green LED’s and Magnetic hookup wires (Magleads) is  
Arbor Scientific.  www.arborsci.com  . 

 

 
                                                                            Ehren Stillman 
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Arthur Hatton Kids Do Dinosaurs 
Jennifer Ernst visited us with her class. 

   
Dominic came dressed for the occasion. Cayden and Keira show us their dinosaur head creations. 

   
Braeden uncovered these ‘fossils’.  Marco made this fearsome dinosaur head. 

 
Volunteer Lance Rousseau wonders about an important archaeological find. 
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A. E. Perry Grade Two’s Visit 
A.E. Perry Elementary School students don’t seem to mind walking to the BIG Little Science Centre from their school. 
Tracy Hansen and Randy Evans brought their kids for the Light and Colour show and visits to the hands-on rooms. 
 

   
  

    
 

   
 

A unique feature of our science centre is the great variety of true hands-on experiences available for visitors. 
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Luke Loves This Place!  
Gordon R. Gore 

 
He is five years old, going on 15. He visits the BIG Little Science Centre with his older siblings, who are with 
Kamloops Open Online Learning School (@KOOL). Lucas Palmer is wise beyond his years. He doesn’t 
just look at the displays. He studies them, as a serious older student would, as he seeks to understand how they 
really work.  
 

   
 

      
 

Left: During the most recent @KOOL visit, Luke had the opportunity to try out a wide variety of simple 
machines that were set out for a temporary hands-on room at the Centre. In this photo he is operating a model 
windmill, and observing closely how gears can be used to change the direction of rotation. 
Right: In the hands-on room, Luke experimented with a magnet toy, and figured out how to make it work really 
well. 
 
 What a joy it is to see a young kid like Luke enjoying science and the science centre so much. One 
wonders what the future holds for such a keen, bright youngster. I look forward to Luke’s next visit, when Luke 
will continue to ‘use the Force’. 

 
 
On his first visit to the science centre, Luke 
helped his sister Isobelle create a battery 
using vinegar and an assortment of different 
metal electrodes. Luke was not an idle ‘tag-
along spectator’. He was so actively 
involved in the experiment I thought he 
might just be  ‘small for his age’.  No, this 
five-year-old was a very active participant. 
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North Thompson Home Schoolers Learn about Simple Machines 
 

Gord Stewart introduced home-schooled students from Clearwater (and some from Kamloops) to simple 
machines, as they experimented with levers before visiting a special hands-on display featuring a variety of 
devices that are simple machines or combinations of simple machines. With this group of visitors, parents 
wisely worked with their children as they visited each station. (This is how it should be done!) The cheerful 
group also spent time in the three regular hands-on rooms before heading home. 
 

   
 

  
 
 

ASTTBC VIDEO 
 

John Leech of ASTTBC has sent us a video produced by The Kerplunks, which promotes science to young 
kids. This cheerful production can be found at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJ1glOZX-YM  . 
 

For information on The Kerplunks, see this site:    http://thekerplunks.com/ 



 10 

ASTTBC Donates Again 
 

 
 !
John Leech, Executive Director and Toni-Lynn Card, Applied Science Technologists and Technicians of 
BC Council Member, recently presented Gord Stewart, Big Little Science Centre Executive Director, with a 
cheque symbolizing a $10,000 commitment by ASTTBC to the BLSC over the next 4 years. The Big Little 
Science Centre is very grateful for all of the support the Applied Science Technologists and Technicians of 
BC have provided to the BLSC in the past and their continued commitment into the future. It is support like this 
that allows the BLSC to continue to grow, providing fun hands-on science for the Kamloops area and beyond. 

 

Volunteers 
 

    
 
Left: Jordan Lepp shows us the newly completed working model of a four-cylinder engine. Jordan did much of 
the constructing for us. He is also a member of the Robotics Club at the BIG Little Science Centre. 
Right: Justin Mufford attended the special volunteer orientation meeting on Wednesday November 7. Justin is 
busy with his studies at TRU. He is pursuing a degree in Natural Resources Science. 
 


